Introduction
In the contemporary geopolitical environment, security against illegal and harmful activity affecting commerce in sea-lanes, littorals, and ports -maritime security -has emerged as one of the most significant elements of global and human security. Maritime security for a region like South Eastern Europe is concerned with just one of these three elements -the littorals. It is nonetheless an area of vital importance. Almost 80 percent of global trade, as well as every vital resource, commodity, and manufactured good passes through the littorals. Europe relies on the sea for approximately 90 percent of external trade and 43 percent of internal trade. In this context, maritime security becomes a necessary component of international security, understood more broadly.
The importance of maritime security in South East Europe to international security becomes clear when we consider the geo-economic context of the Mediterranean Basin. The Mediterranean, literally "amidst the lands," is the crossroad of three continents and a vital hub of regional communication, trade, and tourism. The supertankers, carrying their valuable cargo of hydrocarbons from the Persian Gulf and Arabian Peninsula toward the oil-dependent economies of Europe and the United States, must sail across Mediterranean Sea.
Inevitably, the Mediterranean is also the hub for a host of illegal activities, threatening the region's security. Since the sea provides the cheapest, greenest, and most reliable means of transportation, it is not surprising that over half of all European trade is carried in ships' hulls.
2 Needless to say, the advantages of seaborne transportation are also exploited by those involved in illegal trade and various form of trafficking. This chapter addresses the issue of maritime security in South Eastern Europe in three related ways. First, briefly and in general terms, it describes contemporary maritime security challenges in the region. Next, in order to achieve greater granularity, it surveys Montenegro's specific maritime security challenges and responses. Finally, in order to enhance the effectiveness of the region's response to an ascendant threat matrix of nonstate security challenges in an era of ever more severe fiscal austerity -especially within the region's smaller maritime states -it argues for greater application of two transformational security paradigms: 1) integration and cooperation , and 2) human security .
South Eastern Europe's maritime security challenges
As has been the case in other regions in the past few years, in South Eastern Europe the maritime and port security environment has worsened, especially as concerns transnational threats such as piracy; terrorism; illegal fishing; migration; and trafficking of humans, drugs, and weapons. Each of these activities merits some discussion in order to understand how it promotes insecurity.
Illegal fishing and overexploitation of ocean resources
Although it might seem relatively insignificant in comparison with other maritime security challenges, illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing and destructive fishing practices endanger the entire marine ecosystem and the 60 percent of the world's population that lives adjacent to coastlines. The examples of the destruction of the Horn of Africa's fisheries by international commercial trawlers and the move by Somali fishermen to piracy as a source of replacement income are widely known among security professionals and need little elaboration.
3 Approximately 700 international vessels illegally poach in Somali territorial waters each year for high-value species such as deep-water shrimp, lobsters, tuna, and sharks. 4 Because of the severe consequences of these harmful fishing practices to local and regional economies, the World Bank in 2012 launched the "Global Partnership for Oceans" -a growing alliance of governments, international organizations, civil society groups, and private-sector interests aimed at confronting the overexploitation and depletion of the world's remaining fisheries and the destruction and pollution of the fishing habitat.
